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SUBJECT: EXCHANGES WITH BRITISH ON LEBANON 

1 . FCO HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION DECISION ON WHETHER TO 
SEND BRITISH AMBASSADOR WAKEFIELD BACK TO LEBANON THIS 
WEEK. STAFF PAPER RECOMMENDING HE RETURN WAS DRAFTED BY 
FCO LEBANON DESK OFFICER WITH CONSIDERABLE MISGIVINGS 

ON NOVEMBER 5. AS OF MORNING NOVEMBER 8, WHEELER, 
ASSISTANT HEAD OF NEAR EAST DEPARTMENT, TERMED DEVELOP- 
MENTS OVER LAST WEEKEND "DISCOURAGING". BRITISH NOW PLAN 
TO WATCH SITUATION UNTIL MID-WEEK BEFORE DECIDING ON 
WAKEFIELD'S RETURN. 

2. WE NOTE FROM BEIRUT'S SITUATION REPORT OF NOVEMBER 6 
(BEIRUT 8331) THAT CHARGE LANE HAS CROSSED TO WEST 
BEIRUT FOR CONVERSATIONS WITH RIGHTISTS. WE HOPE AS 
MUCH OF REPORTING ON THESE CONVERSATIONS AS FEASIBLE CAN 
BE PASSED TO LONDON FOR EXCHANGES WITH BRITISH. FCO IN 
FORMS US THAT ITS CHARGE HANCOCK HAS ALSO CROSSED LINE 
AGAIN FOR SIMILAR CONVERSATIONS. 
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